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The fate of the world depends on it." He concludes by inviting
"all French officers and men who are on British soil, or who
may arrive here with or without their arms," also French
engineers and skilled workmen, to get .into touch with him.
"Whatever happens, the flame of French resistance must not
and shall not be extinguished."
As a prelude to the "Battle of Britain," German planes
launch their biggest air attack of the war late this evening.
They drop explosive and incendiary bombs along the lower
Thames River and in East Coast areas, killing and injuring
numbers of civilians. It is revealed that last night and early
this morning the Royal Air Force made what are described as
the greatest raids of the war into Germany, striking at la Ger-
man cities and bombing factories, airdromes, and railway
centers in the Rhineland, the Ruhr Valley and the north-
western section of the Reich.
The two French newspapers in German-occupied Paris have
begun blaming ex-Premier Reynaud for all France's misery.
The Matin, appearing anonymously, recommends that he kill
himself. Gustave Herve's Victoire urges that P6tain form an
authoritarian regime.
There are grounds for believing that Washington has not
remained inactive with regard to the situation developing be-
tween France and Britain. Ambassador Bullitt decided (c/.
July 13) to remain in Paris when the French Government fled
to Tours. But his functions are being performed in part by
Anthony J. Drexel Biddle, Jr., Ambassador to Poland, who
had followed the Poles to France. Mr. Biddle was at first ia